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Abstcact:

This research investigates the socio-cultural underpinnings of ISIS’s violent behaviors, including
massacres, genocide, destruction of cultural heritage, and enslavement, from the perspectives of Islamic
jurisprudence, international law, and Iranian domestic law. Utilizing a qualitative descriptive-analytical
method and content analysis of documents (2020-2025), the findings reveal that ISIS’s actions contradict
fundamental principles of Islamic jurisprudence (both Shia and Sunni), such as the principle of non-harm (
la zarar) and human dignity, stemming from literalist interpretations of religious texts. Under international
law, these actions constitute crimes against humanity, war crimes, and genocide (Articles 6-8 of the Rome
Statute), violating the UN Charter; however, jurisdictional limitations of the International Criminal Court
hinder the full pursuit of justice. In Iranian law, the charges of moharebeh (enmity against God), efsad fi-
al-ard (corruption on earth), and premeditated murder (Islamic Penal Code of 1392) apply, but the lack of
a comprehensive counter-terrorism law presents challenges. Social factors such as political instability,
poverty, and a lack of proper religious education contributed to ISIS’s rise. Iranian criminal courts and the
International Criminal Court possess jurisdiction, yet legal and implementation gaps necessitate reforms to
domestic laws and enhanced international cooperation. Reparation for material and immaterial damages is
mandated under both systems, although significant implementation obstacles persist.
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